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The International Exchange Programme 2020
Getting to Know Japan through TOHO High School

This year’s International Exchange
Program was organised by the ELC
Ambassadors Club on 10 November
2020. It was purposed to propel students
towards acceptance and understanding of
an array of different cultural and community
perspectives. Though the recent pandemic
has discontinued many school activities, it
did not stop our students from connecting
themselves with the students from Toho High
School in Nagoya, Japan.

The first ever online International
Exchange Programme was hosted by Emily
Wong Wei Lyn (J3 Wellington) and Yong
Kai Seng (J3 Chicago). A total of 49 students
from Hin Hua High School and 11 students
from Toho High School participated in
the programme. Mdm Boo, Vice-Principal
and Head of ELC, and Mr Yasunori Ito,
Manager of International Department, Toho
High School, graced the event by sharing
their utmost gratitude and honour to meet

Reported by ELC

each other via Google Meet during these
unprecedented times.

Prior to meeting each other online, 8
groups of Hin Hua students were formed
and tasked to film a video of their interests to
showcase Malaysia. Many of the participants
showed their interests in Malaysian cuisines
such as Nasi Lemak, Nyonya desserts, Bah
Kut Teh, and many more. Other groups
recorded their learning experience during the
pandemic, Malaysia heritage sites, Manglish,
and the daily life of a Hin Hua student. The
Toho students, on the other hand, filmed their
school which provided great insights into
Toho and Japanese cultures.

The students from Toho and Hin Hua
spent a lovely afternoon chit-chatting, asking
questions and sharing their interests with one
another. Although there were some technical
difficulties at the beginning, it went smoothly
afterwards. They took turns to talk about
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their videos and they were very enthusiastic to get to know one another. At the end of the session,
they even exchanged their social media accounts in order to keep in touch in the near future.

This unconventional event has given our students some thoughts to share:

“Interacting with people outside of
my own country is always an eye-opener, it
reminds me of just how much I don't know
about the rest of the world! I'm so grateful
1 was given this chance to participate in
this programme, and I will absolutely
keep an eye out for similar opportunities
in the following years.”

- Tan Jo Vi (J3 Canberra)

“I was always interested in Japan's
cultures. I read my first manga 2 years
ago, and since then, Japan has become my
ideal country. This programme gave me a
chance to interact with Japanese. Well,
the Q&A section was really fun, and made
me fall in love with them once again. This
is a great, or perhaps the best programme

’

I've ever participated in.’

- Tong Zi Chen (J3 Chicago)

The pandemic is worrying and the uncertainty of the Internet in one’s home is probably
the biggest challenge in organising this kind of event. However, this international exchange
programme has brought two worlds closer together. The students, teachers and organisers of the
event were very happy with how it turned out and this method of exchanging is definitely a
blessing in disguise in exposing students to the power of the Internet. As Confucius once said,
“When it is obvious that the goals cannot be reached, don't adjust the goals, adjust the action

’

steps.’
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Reading Club #2 - 21 Lessons for the 21st Century
A visionary investigation into today’s issues as we

move into the future
Reported by ELC

Have you ever wondered how we can
protect ourselves from nuclear war, ecological
cataclysms and technological disruptions?
What can we do about the epidemic of fake
news or the threat of terrorism? Award-
winning writer, Yuval Noah Harari may
have got the answers in his book entitled 21
Lessons for the 21st Century.

On 20 November 2020, the English
Language Centre conducted the second
reading club and for this time around, it was
held online via Google Meet. Not only our
students took part, it was also open to the
public. A total of forty-five intellectuals came
together to discuss and share their views on
this powerful book. The event started after
Mdm Boo gave a short speech to thank the
event sponsors, the Tan Sri Yeoh Tiong Lay &
Puan Sri Tan Kai Yong Aided ELC Teachers
& Students Training Charitable Fund and
Mr. Eric Chin Wee How, Chairman of the
Parent-Teacher Association. The presenters
of the day were Tan Hui Yi, Chua Li Earn,
Sarah Yew Nuo-Lyn and Elisa Ng Wee Xin
from S2 Melbourne. Together, they took the
participants on a quest for the truth of living
in the 21st century.

| Presenter Li Earn started the session with part 1: The
Technological Challenge.

| Harari’ s view on how technology can change liberalism.

The first presenter, Li Earn presented
the concept of technological challenge
which focuses on the battle between human
and technology. She then continued to give
us a quick rundown about the main points
the author has made which are liberalism,
work, liberty and equality. She highlighted
Harari’s standpoint that in the long-run,
giant tech companies like Google will have
enough information to reengineer humans or/
and have the ability to manipulate how we
humans make decisions if we continue to give
access to our private data freely. Ethan Chee,
from S3 Ottawa added that as the technology

| Ethan Chee from S3 Ottawa gave a detailed account of
the history of equality.
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of Artificial Intelligence and bioengineering
rises, most humans might lose their economic
value and political power. This is because
as biotechnology advances, it is possible
that economic inequality will translate
to biological inequality. He also gave the
audience a very detailed explanation of the
history of inequality.

The second presenter, Hui Yi touched
on Harari’s presentation on terrorism and
how he thinks the governments, the public
as well as the media should react to it. She
then shared with us her thoughts on why
we seem to fear terrorism more than sugar.
In her opinion, diabetes is often perceived
as a common sickness due to selective
reporting by the media which leads to the
consequences of misinterpretation of the
truth. As aresult, everybody is unconcerned
with the health threats which sugar brings.
She also presented on secularism and the
six values brought up in the book which
are truth, compassion, equality, freedom,
courage and responsibility. She also
analyzed the writer’s way of thinking
and described it as pragmatic, realistic,
down-to-earth and practical. However, she
warned that his way of thinking might not
be relatable to people like Malaysians, who
are used to being around religion.

| Presenter Elisa got all the audience to think about what

justice is.

| Presenter Hui Yi explained Harari’ s take on terrorism
and secularism.

| Secularismcanprovideusthevalues oftruth, compassion,
equality, freedom, courage and responsibility.

Elisa, the third presenter, took us on
a journey about truth. She first asked the
audience to ponder the meaning of justice.
Then, she drew special attention to the fact
that justice has fluidity. At different times,
different issues arise and the law from a
century ago might not be applicable to
today’s concept of justice. On top of that, in
this complex world, many feel-good theories
tend to be created like morality of intentions
which focus on the intention of the action
rather than the effects it brings on other
people. Plus, when it comes to justice, there
are far too many factors to consider such
as uncertainty, controversies and lies. Elisa
also proposed her own set of steps on how
to avoid being manipulated from seeing the
real truth which included admitting to being
ignorant, never settle for group thinking and
create new trains of thoughts independently.
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The last presenter, Sarah enlightened
us on Harari’s view of today’s education
and ways to prepare ourselves and our
children for a world that has unprecedented
transformations and radical uncertainties.
Harari wrote that schools of today focus
too much on providing students a set of
predetermined skills and by 2050, AI might
already be better than humans and these
| Harari provides some advice on what we can do in order predetermined skills could be irrelevant.
to see the real truth and avoid being manipulated. Pedagogical experts advise schools to switch

to teaching the 4c’s, which are critical
thinking, communication, collaboration and creativity and Harari supported this claim as he thinks it will
help students to have the ability to deal with change, learn new things and preserve their mental balance.
One of the key takeaways presented in this chapter by Sarah is that no matter what age we are in, we have
to constantly reinvent ourselves because to survive in such a world, we have to have mental flexibility and
preserve emotional balance.

After the four presenters presented their views, three senior three students volunteered to share with the
audience about their thoughts after reading the book and they were Chong Zhi Yi, Goh Shu Hang and Phua Xin
Ann, touching on various issues from biotech, infotech, neurolink to creativity in Al. Zhi Yi also shared with
us a few phrases which she found inspiring from the book, “I think all of us feel very relatable to some phrases
written in the book as with today’s technology advancement, we might easily become the slaves of the internet.
So, these phrases remind me to constantly strike a balance and avoid being obsessed with technology.” Other

than students, Miss Shyne from ELC commented that the book enlightens her

in some ways and pushed her to do a lot of research and thinking though she B — 45,
felt the writer could have offered more insights. Additionally, Madam Boo MEEBLSHFEE

expressed that we, as the ordinary people often head straight to social media
for information without verification and this could easily put us on the losing
end. She also pointed out that she really enjoyed the writer’s humorous style
of writing and it brought her laughter while reading the book.

The reading book club#2 ended after one hour and twenty minutes of
intense intellectual sharing among the students and teachers. Madam Boo
thanked all the participants for taking part in this insightful event.

| Presenter Sarah touched on the four critical skills | Education of 2050 will be affected by Al and massive
needed for the 21st century. information change.
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Poster makers of the future
Filled with creativity and inspiration

ELC is back with the annual poster making
competition. The competition aims to encourage
students to interact and collaborate with one another,
and bring their understanding to life in a fun way. It
also promotes creativity and showcases students’
talents and skills through the making of posters.

This year, students from each level were
provided with selected themes: “Magical World”
(Junior 1), “Friendship” (Junior 2), “Help” (Junior
3), “The Next Generation” (Senior 1), “Equality”
(Senior 2) and “Choices” (Senior 3), and were
encouraged to submit their posters in a digital
form due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Through
this competition, students got to develop excellent
collaboration skills with their peers, and gain
experience on visual designing. While designing a

Reported by ELC

poster, students also had to explain their work, of
which students learnt how to convey messages in
words and how to reach their target audience.

There were a number of work pieces to choose
from and it was challenging for judges to decide the
winners. According to the judges, the winning pieces
contained a catchy slogan, pleasing graphics as well
as a well-explained write-
up delivering a strong
message. All the winners
appeared to be quite
artistic and expressive in
this competition, and their
works are now posted on
the ELC Google Sites.

RERER

Congratulations to the winners of the 2020 poster making competition!

Junior Level

(J1 Chicago) Lee Wei Khan, Liu Xing Zheng, Tham Chee Gin

(2 Melbourne) Matthew Tan Yee Tong, Lim Shien Yah, Ng Han Rick

(J3 Los Angeles) Chong Jing Yin, Ng Qie Wen, Teh Keat Hong

Excellent Award: (J1 Dublin) Yeoh Yu Mei, Tan See Ying, Teoh Zi Wei
Excellent Award :

Excellent Award: (J1 Chicago) Chan Pahk June, Siew Bo Jing

Excellent Award: (J2 Melbourne) Lim Shi Yi, Sweta Thiagarajen

Excellent Award :

Excellent Award: (J2 Melbourne) Gan Shin Ern, Kellyn Chan, Ng Hong Xuan
Excellent Award :

Excellent Award :

Senior Level

(J3 Los Angeles) Lim Qing Yang, Yong Chin Zir Desmotheca

(S2 Los Angeles) Lim Chun Kit, Chew Zhong Li, Lim Li Yen

Excellent Award: (S1 Chicago) Tiew Zhi Qin, Yew Kai, Lim Ya Wen
Excellent Award: (S1 Melbourne) Jolynn Tan Ern Xin, Jossin Tee Xin Rou
Excellent Award: (S2 Athens) Tan Jia Ern, Melina Tai Yuin Kei
Excellent Award :
Excellent Award: (S2 Melbourne) Sarah Yew Nuo-Lyn,

(S2 Toronto) Ashley Tan Tzen Wan, Ng Yu Jing
Excellent Award: (S3 Melbourne) Goh Sher Lin, Law Ruo Rene
Excellent Award: (S3 Melbourne) Wang Jia En, Ng Su Jean
Excellent Award :

(S3 Melbourne) Ng Xi Kun, Brandon Lim Zhong Wei, Chua Zhuo In
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(J1 Chicago) Lee Wei Khan, Liu Xing Zheng, Tham Chee Gin

Theme: Magical World

Description:

Firstly , we use black and blue as the background colors of the poster.
Black and blue give us a feeling of depress and hopelessness. During
theMCO, we know that a small virus and disease can actually lead humans

to depression and hopelessness.

That is why we use a glass globe to surround the earth, which was
meant to protect our earth. The magical glass globe protects the earth from

hopelessness , depression and all types of diseases.

We use white for the glass globe because the white color represents

pure and clean, and somehow reflects the feeling of hope and peace.

When there is no more sorrow, no more pain, no more disease in the

world, we and our loved ones only can stay together forever.

Hence , this is what we meant by magical world.

Description:

The topic for our poster is “Choose to be happy”, inspired by Ralph
Marston’s quote, “Happiness is a choice, not a result, nothing will make
you happy until you choose to be.” First and foremost, we choose warm
colours as our theme colour, such as red, pink, yellow and more. Red
and pink represent passion and love, while yellow represents joy and
optimism. Colours chosen are highly related to our topic, we hope that
people will be able to feel the warmth and positiveness when they look at
our poster. Besides, warm colours are more noticeable and eye-catching.

Furthermore, we have a logo ““: ) :” to represent our thoughts on the
topic. This logo shows that every situation has many angles, how you
feel is according to how you face the situation. For example, you did not
score well in your examination. If you choose to feel that you are only this
good and this is the end to your path, you will definitely not improve any
further. Whereas, if you think positively, you will feel more motivated and
strive for better, maybe you will get scores greater than your expectations.

From our poster, we have a recipe of happiness which includes smile,
sharing, love, positivity and optimism. It is clear to see that being positive
is the biggest step to happiness, while love comes next and lastly smile,
sharing and some optimism. Do know that all of the steps stated are based
on your own choices, you can choose to spread positivity, you can choose
to give smiles to others and these will turn out as your happiness in life.

Being happy is easy, every ingredient you need to be happy is there to
grab. It is left to your own choice whether to be happy or sad. Why don’t
we choose the easier way in life and get on with it!

Level: Senior

(S3 Melbourne) Goh Sher Lin,

Theme: Choices

Law Ruo Rene
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Creative writers honoured and recognized at
virtual announcement ceremony
Sunway-Oxbridge Essay Writing Competition

Our warmest congratulations to Amanda
Elizabeth Theseira, Cheah Ze Yan, Chia Lai En,
Leong Yen Man (Senior level), and Low Yan Qi,
Phong Li Wen, Terrence Tang Khye Vern, Tan
Eason, Bea Kai Quan, Wong Pro Sam (Junior level)
on their achievement in the Sunway-Oxbridge
Essay Competition 2020!

Since 2014, SUNWAY Group has partnered
with Oxford and Cambridge Society Malaysia to
organise the Sunway-Oxbridge Essay Competition
in collaboration with the Ministry of Education. This
year, all participants from rural and urban secondary
schools were invited to submit their original essays
based on the theme ‘Integrity’ by March 11.

Contestants in Category A (students in Forms
One to Three) were to write an essay from 200
to 350 words on “How is integrity applied into
our everyday lives?”. Contestants in Category B
(students in Forms Four to Five) needed to write
a 500 to 650 word essay on the topic of “How is
integrity applied into our everyday lives? Why is it
important in this competition?”.

Reported by ELC

This year, 2530 entries were received
nationwide. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
structure of the competition was modified. There
were no on-site finals and prize-giving ceremony.
A virtual announcement ceremony was held on 5
December 2020 to honour and recognise the efforts
of the participants, as well as celebrate some of the
brightest minds in Malaysia. 10 students from our
school, 6 from category A and 4 from category
B were awarded ‘Top Participants’. They brilliantly
responded to the questions posed by providing
constructive feedback on the application of integrity
in their daily lives and its significance in this essay
competition with critical thinking and analytical
skills.

Again, we would like to express our heartfelt
congratulations to the recipients of the Top Participant
Award on their remarkable performance. We hope
that they will be pursuing their writing dreams
continuously.
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Sunway-Oxbridge
Essay Writing
Competition

Top Participants

1. Amanda Elizabeth Theseira (S2 Canberra)

2. Cheah Ze Yan (S2 Wellington) 9 0.
3. Chia Lai En (S1 Chicago)

4. Leong Yen Man (S1 Ottawa)

5.Low Yan Qi (J1 Canberra)

6. Phong Li Wen (J3 Canberra)

7. Terrence Tang Khye Vern (J3 Canberra)

8. Tan Eason (J3 Canberra)

9. Bea Kai Quan (J3 Washington)

1

0 Wong Pro Sam (J3 Washington )

Congraturations
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